ReaderTT.config = {"pagecount":22,"title":"","author":"Stephanie Burns","subject":"","keywords":"","creator":"Writer","producer":"LibreOffice 7.2","creationdate":"D:20220929002135Z'","moddate":"","trapped":"","fileName":"document.pdf","bounds":[[935,1210],[935,1210],[935,1210],[935,1210],[935,1210],[935,1210],[935,1210],[935,1210],[935,1210],[935,1210],[935,1210],[935,1210],[935,1210],[935,1210],[935,1210],[935,1210],[935,1210],[935,1210],[935,1210],[935,1210],[935,1210],[935,1210]],"bookmarks":[{"title":"IAP NEWS UPDATE","page":1,"zoom":"XYZ 343 1100 0"},{"title":"September 1st - 28th, 2012","page":1,"zoom":"XYZ 319 1046 0"},{"title":"Publication: The Washington Post","page":1,"zoom":"XYZ 110 1015 0"},{"title":"Title: What was Romney talking about at Education Nation?","page":1,"zoom":"XYZ 110 991 0"},{"title":"Author: Dennis van Roekel","page":1,"zoom":"XYZ 110 967 0"},{"title":"Website: http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/post/what-was-romney-talking-about-at-education-nation/2012/09/27/f65ca47c-091c-11e2-a10c-fa5a255a9258_blog.html","page":1,"zoom":"XYZ 110 943 0"},{"title":"Mitt Romney appeared on NBC News\u2019 Education Nation Summit in New York City on Tuesday and gave a long interview to network anchor Brian Williams. His comments had plenty of critics, including Dennis van Roekel, the president of the National Education Association, the largest teachers union in the country, who writes a response below.","page":1,"zoom":"XYZ 110 838 0"},{"title":"Incidentally, during his interview Romney mentioned that he remembering reading a report by an organization called McKinsey&Company about high-achieving school systems around the world. I asked McKinsey, a global management consulting firm, about the reports and a spokesperson said there were actually two: one in 2007 which looked at 25 education systems around the world and another in 2010 which looked carefully at Singapore, South Korea and Finland.","page":1,"zoom":"XYZ 110 680 0"},{"title":"Romney made a number of comments about the high-achieving Finnish system, which van Roekel addresses in this critique:","page":1,"zoom":"XYZ 110 442 0"},{"title":"The irony of Mitt Romney having the audacity to lift up Finland as an example for how we can improve education here in the United States is not lost on me and millions of other educators across the nation. I spent 23 years in the classroom teaching mathematics, and I have to tell you \u2014 Romney\u2019s new focus on Finland just doesn\u2019t add up. There is little in the Romney-Ryan corporate reform plan for education that would support the essential elements necessary to replicate Finland\u2019s educational success.","page":1,"zoom":"XYZ 110 363 0"},{"title":"In fact, I feel compelled to offer Romney a civics lesson on public education since Finland\u2019s educational success disproves every key element of the Romney-Ryan platform on education and the corporate reform model they want to impose on our country\u2019s schools.","page":2,"zoom":"XYZ 110 1100 0"},{"title":"Romney\u2019s relentless attacks on the right of educators to come together and advocate for their students and their profession through their union couldn\u2019t stand in more stark contrast with Finland\u2019s approach. Finland tells a completely different tale: their teaching force is totally unionized and the union serves as an equal partner, working to shape the successful system that Mitt Romney lauded. Where Finland is a model for collaborative progress, Mr. Romney is all too comfortable continuing his divide and conquer strategy.","page":2,"zoom":"XYZ 110 968 0"},{"title":"Finland intentionally decided to make teacher preparation far more rigorous so that educators are prepared to teach when they become responsible for a classroom full of kids. Only eight universities in Finland are permitted to prepare teachers, and admission to these programs is highly competitive. Future teachers receive a strong academic education for three years and then enter a two-year master\u2019s degree program focused on how to effectively teach what they know to all of their students. There are no alternative ways to earn a teaching license in Finland and every candidate prepares to teach all kinds of students, including students with disabilities and those who bring other unique strengths and needs to the classroom. Teaching is an elite, respected, and highly sought- after career in Finland.","page":2,"zoom":"XYZ 110 704 0"},{"title":"Another lesson for Mr. Romney comes in looking at the way in which Finland approaches teacher evaluation and ensuring that the highest quality educators are in its system. Mr. Romney appears bent on pushing educators out of the classroom after they have been there for some period of time, instead of stopping to make sure the right people end up in the classroom in the first place. It is the wrong mental model to say you can let anyone into a classroom and then focus on finding better and faster ways to fire them. That\u2019s backward logic. NEA believes that, as in Finland, we need to ensure that only the best trained, most qualified teachers should ever be allowed to teach our students in the first place. Education professionals need to demonstrate their ability to teach students BEFORE they are hired.","page":2,"zoom":"XYZ 110 335 0"},{"title":"Contrary to Romney\u2019s education policy positions, he won\u2019t find merit pay in Finland; but he will find that teachers are compensated like the professionals they are, and teacher evaluations are comprehensive and based on the full breadth of student learning\u2014not just on standardized test scores.","page":3,"zoom":"XYZ 110 941 0"},{"title":"Finland also offers lessons for Romney on how to approach the quality of student learning and enhancing the effectiveness of their public schools. Unlike the narrowly defined high-stakes testing that has come to supplant real learning and creativity in our classrooms, beginning as early as kindergarten in some places, Finnish students do not take a standardized test until the end of high school. The only tests students take before then are created by their teachers to assess what they know, discover where they are struggling, and highlight their strengths in learning.","page":3,"zoom":"XYZ 110 783 0"},{"title":"It\u2019s also important to point out that while Mr. Romney used the Education Nation platform to again profess his belief that class size doesn\u2019t matter, it is a major part of student success in the Finnish system. For example, most elementary schools in Finland have two teachers per classroom in the early grades. One teacher leads the class and the other teacher concentrates on helping students who have fallen behind in any subject.","page":3,"zoom":"XYZ 110 520 0"},{"title":"Rather than draining vital resources from public schools to fund untested \u201csilver bullet\u201d initiatives, the Finns have chosen instead to invest in their public education system to ensure that every public school in Finland is a great school. They don\u2019t have charter schools, vouchers, or private management of public schools. They also see to the well-being of their students, ensuring that all Finnish children have access to comprehensive health services and free lunch every day. The Finns understand that children need to come to school ready to learn.","page":3,"zoom":"XYZ 110 309 0"},{"title":"Only about 4 percent of the children in Finland live in poverty, compared to 20 percent in the United States. This last point about poverty is crucial. On the most recent international test, the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA), American public schools in which fewer than 10 percent of the students were poor outperformed the schools of Finland, Japan, and Korea. Even when as many as 25 percent of the students were poor, American schools performed as well as the top-scoring nations\u2014a testament to the tremendous potential of our young people and the quality and dedication of the educators serving them.","page":4,"zoom":"XYZ 110 1020 0"},{"title":"Mitt Romney has said everyone should \u201cget as much education as they can afford\u201d and so far his other statements about public education validate this philosophy. For example, instead of ensuring that every child has access to quality early childhood education, Mitt Romney\u2019s solution is \u201cprivate\u201d model. The Finns themselves have learned from this mistake\u2014before becoming number one, fewer than 40 percent of children were enrolled in early childhood education. Now, as the world leader, approximately 95 percent of children have access to early childhood education. Certainly poverty does affect a child\u2019s education, but the key is in ensuring it doesn\u2019t limit it. This is the lesson we should learn from Finland, and it seems to be entirely lost on Mitt Romney.","page":4,"zoom":"XYZ 110 731 0"},{"title":"As a teacher and life-long advocate for public education and children, I left Education Nation with an even firmer grasp of the clear choice voters have this fall and the two visions of our education system painted by Romney and President Obama.","page":4,"zoom":"XYZ 110 388 0"},{"title":"When it comes to truly creating success for all our students, not just a few, Romney may like to talk about Finland but he lacks the commitment to the ideas that make it a model for the world. Only President Obama has embraced and fought for the equality of educational opportunity, individualized instruction, and cooperative learning \u2014 essential elements of Finland\u2019s success.","page":4,"zoom":"XYZ 110 256 0"},{"title":"While I can hope Romney will do his homework and see the true lessons of Finland, I\u2019m sad to say his speech showed once again just how fundamental his disconnect is with the needs of our nation\u2019s students. As an educator, I\u2019m always looking for teachable moments, so I\u2019m going to conclude with a lesson in Rhetoric and Debate and a word of advice \u2014 Mr. Romney, in next week\u2019s debate, you might want to stay away from using examples of countries and programs we should emulate when they couldn\u2019t be any more different than your own platform.","page":5,"zoom":"XYZ 110 1020 0"},{"title":"Publication: Education Week","page":5,"zoom":"XYZ 110 599 0"},{"title":"Title: Study Finds U.S. Trailing in Preschool Enrollment","page":5,"zoom":"XYZ 110 575 0"},{"title":"Author: Lesli A. Maxwell","page":5,"zoom":"XYZ 110 551 0"},{"title":"Website: http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2012/09/11/04oecd.h32.html","page":5,"zoom":"XYZ 110 527 0"},{"title":"The United States lags behind most of the world\u2019s leading economies when it comes to providing early-childhood education opportunities to young children despite improvements in recent years, according to a new study by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development.","page":5,"zoom":"XYZ 110 450 0"},{"title":"According to the Paris-based OECD\u2019s \u201cEducation at a Glance 2012,\u201d a report released today, the United States ranks 28th out of 38 countries for the share of 4-year-olds enrolled in pre-primary education programs, at 69 percent. That\u2019s compared with more than 95 percent enrollment rates in France, the Netherlands, Spain, and Mexico, which lead the world in early-childhood participation rates for 4-year-olds. Ireland, Poland, Finland, and Brazil are among the nations that trail the United States.","page":5,"zoom":"XYZ 110 292 0"},{"title":"The United States also invests significantly less public money in early-childhood programs than its counterparts in the Group of Twenty, or G-20, economies, which include 19 countries and the European Union. On average, across the countries that are compared in the OECD report, 84 percent of early-childhood students were enrolled in public programs or in private settings that receive major government resources in 2010. In this country, just 55 percent of early-childhood students were enrolled in publicly supported programs in 2010, while 45 percent attended independent private programs.","page":6,"zoom":"XYZ 110 1020 0"},{"title":"\u201cThe United States is still pretty far behind much of the rest of the industrialized world,\u201d in terms of publicly supported early-childhood opportunities, Andreas Schleicher, OECD\u2019s deputy director for education and the special advisor on education policy to the secretary-general of the OECD, said in a briefing.","page":6,"zoom":"XYZ 110 731 0"},{"title":"Mr. Schleicher noted that the benefits of early-childhood education are apparent in the outcomes for individual students, but are less obvious at the school system, or country level. He pointed to France, where participation is nearly universal, but overall outcomes for students who take OECD\u2019s Program for International Student Assessment, or PISA, are nearly as strong as they are in Finland, for example, which ranks even lower than the United States on participation in formal early-childhood programs.","page":6,"zoom":"XYZ 110 572 0"},{"title":"But, apart from outliers like Finland, \u201cgenerally, what we see is that those children who have participated in early-childhood education and care have significant outcomes at age 15 at the individual level,\u201d he said. Overall, students in OECD countries who have attended early-childhood programs tend to perform better on the PISA test than those who did not, he said.","page":6,"zoom":"XYZ 110 335 0"},{"title":"OECD\u2019s annual international comparison of education systems included the early-childhood indicators for the first time this year, just as the focus of state and federal policymakers in the United States increasingly homes in on the need for increasing access to quality early education for 3- and 4-year-olds as a key strategy for preparing students\u2014especially those from poor families\u2014for academic success later on.","page":7,"zoom":"XYZ 110 1100 0"},{"title":"The study also examined other new measures, including how a parent\u2019s education influences a child\u2019s academic-attainment levels and factors that affect how immigrant children perform academically.","page":7,"zoom":"XYZ 110 889 0"},{"title":"The study found that the United States presents some of the longest odds for college attainment for children born to parents who did not finish high school, ranking near the bottom on this indicator for upward social mobility. Just 29 percent of U.S. students whose parents did not finish high school are likely to go onto college, compared with over 70 percent in Iceland, and more than 60 percent in Turkey, Portugal, and Ireland. Only Canada and New Zealand ranked behind the United States on the social-mobility measure.","page":7,"zoom":"XYZ 110 783 0"},{"title":"The study also found that the relationship between poor reading performance and the proportion of students whose mothers have low levels of education was much stronger than the relationship between reading performance and the proportion of immigrant students who do not speak the primary language of instruction at home, or the relationship between reading and the share of immigrant students in a school. Across OECD countries, including the United States, more than one-third of immigrant students attended the schools with the highest concentrations of low-educated mothers, according to the report.","page":7,"zoom":"XYZ 110 546 0"},{"title":"Among other key findings for the United States, the report also notes that:","page":7,"zoom":"XYZ 110 256 0"},{"title":"\u2022 The United States ranks 14th in the world in the percentage of 25-to-34-year-olds who have earned a postsecondary degree;","page":7,"zoom":"XYZ 110 177 0"},{"title":"\u2022 American students rely more heavily on private sources to pay for higher education than their peers in other OECD countries; and","page":8,"zoom":"XYZ 110 1073 0"},{"title":"\u2022 Teachers in the United States are paid less and spend more time teaching\u2014between 1,050 and 1,100 hours per year\u2014compared with their peers in most other OECD countries.","page":8,"zoom":"XYZ 110 994 0"},{"title":"Publication: The Huffington Post","page":8,"zoom":"XYZ 110 728 0"},{"title":"Title: OECD Report Finds U.S. Lags Behind Other Countries In Higher Education Attainment Rate","page":8,"zoom":"XYZ 110 704 0"},{"title":"Website: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/09/11/oecd-education-at-a-glanc_n_1874190.html","page":8,"zoom":"XYZ 110 657 0"},{"title":"The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development\u2019s 2012 Education at a Glance report has found that while the U.S. boasts high education attainment levels overall, it lags behind other countries that are increasing attainment levels at a higher rate.","page":8,"zoom":"XYZ 110 577 0"},{"title":"The report analyzed the education systems of the 34 OECD member countries in addition to Argentina, Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Russia, Saudi Arabia and South Africa.","page":8,"zoom":"XYZ 110 446 0"},{"title":"In the U.S., 42 percent of all 25-64 year-olds have reached higher education -- making it one of the most well educated countries in the world, but behind Canada (51 percent), Israel (46 percent), Japan (45 percent) and the Russian Federation (54 percent). When it comes to the young adult population, however, the U.S. ranks 14th among 37 OECD and G20 countries in the percentage of 25-34 year-olds boasting higher education attainment, at 42 percent. This puts it above the OECD average of 38 percent, but over 20 percentage points behind the leader, Korea, at 65 percent.","page":8,"zoom":"XYZ 110 340 0"},{"title":"According to the report, higher education attainment levels in the U.S. are growing at a below-average rate compared to other OECD and G20 countries. Between 2000 and 2010, attainment levels in the U.S. increased by an average of 1.3 percentage points annually, while its OECD counterparts boasted a 3.7 percentage-point increase per year overall.","page":9,"zoom":"XYZ 110 1020 0"},{"title":"\u201cBased on these trends, the U.S. may find that an increasing number of countries will approach or surpass its attainment levels in the coming years,\u201d the U.S. country report reads. \u201cOther countries in this situation include Estonia, Finland, Israel and the Russian Federation.\u201d","page":9,"zoom":"XYZ 110 836 0"},{"title":"These trends are also mirrored in the graduation rates of higher education institutions, the report states. In 1995, the U.S. ranked second behind New Zealand in graduate output among 19 OECD countries with comparable data. In 2010, it ranked 13th among 25 countries with comparable data. Though the higher education graduation rate in the U.S. grew from 33 percent to 38 percent over this time frame, the increase paled in comparison to that of its OECD peers, whose graduation rates on average nearly doubled from 20 percent to 39 percent.","page":9,"zoom":"XYZ 110 678 0"},{"title":"American students also struggle more than their foreign peers to top their parents. The report highlighted that the odds a young person in the U.S. will attain higher education if his or her parents did not do so are a mere 29 percent, which ranks as one of the lowest levels among OECD countries.","page":9,"zoom":"XYZ 110 414 0"},{"title":"Other findings include that the U.S. ranks 26th in the percentage of 4-year-olds enrolled in early childhood education, at 69 percent. Furthermore, teachers in the U.S. spend between 1,050 and 1,100 hours a year teaching, much more than in almost every country.","page":9,"zoom":"XYZ 110 256 0"},{"title":"\u201cOnly Argentina has a longer instructional year than the United States, with U.S. teachers teaching approximately 40 percent more hours per year than teachers in other OECD countries, yet U.S. teachers\u2019 salaries do not crack the top 10 among OECD countries,\u201d Randi Weingarten, president of the American Federation of Teachers, said in a statement.","page":10,"zoom":"XYZ 110 1100 0"},{"title":"Weingarten also pointed out that using standardized-test results as a basis for evaluating and paying teachers is \u201cvery rare, as it is not even mentioned as one of the top 16 uses of testing data.\u201d","page":10,"zoom":"XYZ 110 915 0"},{"title":"She added: \u201cwhile most U.S. education decisions are made by school districts, most OECD countries leave those decisions to the people closest to the students \u2014 the professionals in each school.\u201d","page":10,"zoom":"XYZ 110 810 0"},{"title":"More broadly, the report pushes for a public investment in education, arguing that the gap between the well-educated and poorly educated has widened due to the global recession. Furthermore, the analysis determined that public expenditure on education as a percentage of total public expenditure has decreased in 19 out of 32 individual countries between 2005 and 2009, though it remained at 13 percent of total public expenditure on average in all OECD countries.","page":10,"zoom":"XYZ 110 704 0"},{"title":"In many OECD countries, students and their families have been forced to take on an increasing share of education costs, most visibly through tuition hikes.","page":10,"zoom":"XYZ 110 467 0"},{"title":"In a statement, the OECD suggests that \u201cone way to mitigate weak labour market returns is to provide higher education at lower costs for the individual\u201d; this can be accomplished by subsidizing the direct costs of education \u2014 tuition fees \u2014 or providing students with loans and grants to improve incentives and access to education.","page":10,"zoom":"XYZ 110 362 0"},{"title":"In the final part of his editorial statement, OECD Secretary General Angel GurrÃa emphasizes the need for countries \u201cto strike a careful balance between providing appropriate public support for education and requiring students and families to cover some of the costs.\u201d","page":10,"zoom":"XYZ 110 203 0"},{"title":"Publication: The Wall Street Journal","page":11,"zoom":"XYZ 110 1021 0"},{"title":"Title: Training Teachers to Embrace Reform","page":11,"zoom":"XYZ 110 997 0"},{"title":"Author: Amanda Ripley","page":11,"zoom":"XYZ 110 973 0"},{"title":"Website: http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444023704577649903550165184.html","page":11,"zoom":"XYZ 110 949 0"},{"title":"Making sense of the Chicago teachers' strike (where the two sides were reportedly moving toward resolution on Friday) is like trying to understand the failure of a friend's marriage. You can't help speculating about who's to blame, but you'll never really know. In truth, it doesn't matter. Many countries have revolutionized their education systems in recent years, but not one of them has done it through strikes, walkouts or righteous indignation.","page":11,"zoom":"XYZ 110 846 0"},{"title":"Just about every country in the developed world has a teachers' union, so the mere presence of a union doesn't determine the quality of a country's schools. There is, however, a significant relationship between the professionalism of the union and the health of an education system. The all-important issue is not how easy it is to fire the worst teachers; it's how to elevate the entire craft without going to war with teachers.","page":11,"zoom":"XYZ 110 635 0"},{"title":"That's where other countries can show us a better way. Working with unions doesn't mean turning into Mexico, where the education system has been gifted to the union in exchange for political favors\u2014and teenagers perform at the bottom of the world in math and reading. In a few countries, politicians and union leaders have managed not only to raise expectations but to get teachers to drink from the same punch bowl as reformers.","page":11,"zoom":"XYZ 110 424 0"},{"title":"In Finland in the 1970s, teachers had to use special diaries to record what they taught each hour. Government inspectors made sure that a rigorous national curriculum was being followed. Teachers and principals weren't trusted to act on their own.","page":11,"zoom":"XYZ 110 213 0"},{"title":"At the same time, however, the government began to inject professionalism into the system. The Finns shut down the middling teacher-training schools that dotted the rural landscape and moved teacher preparation into the elite universities, where only the top echelon of high-school graduates could study (something the U.S. has never attempted). Opponents said the changes were elitist, but the reformers insisted that the country had to invest in education to survive economically. Once teachers-to-be got into the universities, they were required to master their subject matter and to spend long stretches practicing in high-performing public schools.","page":12,"zoom":"XYZ 110 1073 0"},{"title":"In the 1980s and '90s, with higher standards and more rigorous teacher training in place, the reformers injected trust. They lifted mandates and asked the teachers themselves to design a new, smarter national curriculum. Today, Finland's teenagers score at the top of the world on international tests.","page":12,"zoom":"XYZ 110 783 0"},{"title":"If Finland feels too remote to serve as a model for the U.S., consider Ontario, Canada. After years of labor strife in the 1990s, a new provincial premier was elected in 2003. Dalton McGuinty chose Gerard Kennedy, a critic of the old regime, as his education minister. He spent months in school cafeterias, principals' offices and parent meetings before the negotiations began. \"You couldn't wait until you were at the bargaining table,\" explains Benjamin Levin, the former deputy minister. When it came time to negotiate a new teachers' contract in 2005, Mr. Kennedy harangued the bargainers and kept them at the table all night on more than one occasion\u2014deflecting the distractions that normally dominate such talks\u2014until he finally got an agreement.","page":12,"zoom":"XYZ 110 625 0"},{"title":"The plan that emerged put pressure on Ontario's schools to improve results and also offered more help to educators. This worked in part because Canada already had fairly rigorous and selective education colleges, so teachers had the skills to adapt to these changes. And by giving in to teachers' requests for smaller elementary-class sizes, politicians bought themselves enormous good will.","page":12,"zoom":"XYZ 110 283 0"},{"title":"The system in Ontario became \"a virtuous circle,\" says Marc Tucker, author of \"Surpassing Shanghai,\" a book about top-performing education systems. \"When the young people came out of their training programs, they were damn good teachers. Because of that, they were able to raise public and political confidence\u2014and when that happened, it made it possible for them to get higher salaries and even higher quality recruits into teaching.\"","page":13,"zoom":"XYZ 110 1073 0"},{"title":"For the past decade, there has been a dÃ©tente in labor relations in Ontario. Despite a diverse population of students, a quarter of whom were immigrants, the province's high-school graduation rate rose from 68% to 82%. Teacher turnover also declined dramatically. In 2009, Ontario was one of the few places in the world (aside from Finland) where 15-year-olds scored very high on international tests regardless of their socioeconomic background.","page":13,"zoom":"XYZ 110 862 0"},{"title":"Interestingly, Ontario had its own labor flare-up this week\u2014over a proposed wage freeze and a law that could limit strikes. But coming after years of relative harmony, the response has been reasonable so far. The union urged members to temporarily stop coaching sports and limit other voluntary activities. The situation could deteriorate, but for now, the tone in Ontario is revealing.","page":13,"zoom":"XYZ 110 651 0"},{"title":"What happened in Chicago is about more than just Chicago. It's about the deeper problem of transforming America's schools. For too long our education reformers have tried to create a professional teaching corps from the top down, and union leaders have fought to maintain an untenable system. Both sides need to enter the 21st century.","page":13,"zoom":"XYZ 110 467 0"},{"title":"Publication: The Work Foundation","page":13,"zoom":"XYZ 110 309 0"},{"title":"Title: Investing in the future","page":13,"zoom":"XYZ 110 285 0"},{"title":"Author: Andreas Schleicher","page":13,"zoom":"XYZ 110 261 0"},{"title":"Website: http://www.theworkfoundation.com/blog/895/Investing-in-the-future","page":13,"zoom":"XYZ 110 237 0"},{"title":"No group or country, no matter how well-educated, has been totally immune from the effects of a worldwide economic downturn. But new data from Education at a Glance also reveals the remarkable importance of having a good education for individuals, the economy, and society as a whole. More educational opportunities has helped people to keep or change their jobs during the recession. For instance, between the start of the downturn in 2008 and 2010, overall unemployment rates jumped from an already high 8.8% to 12.5% for people without an upper secondary education, and from 4.9% to 7.6% for people with an upper secondary education, on average across OECD countries. By contrast, unemployment rates for people with higher education remained much lower, rising from 3.3% to 4.7% during this same period. While the rate of change between the two groups may be similar, its impact on labour markets has been hugely different. For all OECD countries together, the unemployment rate in 2010 was roughly one-third less for men with higher education than for men with upper secondary education; for women with higher education, it was two-fifths less.","page":14,"zoom":"XYZ 110 1100 0"},{"title":"All this has driven the rapid expansion of educational opportunities. Over the past decade across OECD countries, the percentage of adults who have attained higher education has grown at a rapid clip, from 22% in 2000 to 31% in 2010. Yet despite this burgeoning supply of well-educated individuals \u2013 as well as the faltering market conditions from 2008 forward \u2013 most people with higher education have continued to reap very good economic benefits. The gaps in earnings between people with higher education and those with lower levels of education not only remained substantial during the global recession, but grew even wider. In 2008, a man with higher education could expect to earn 58% more than his counterpart with no more than an upper secondary education, on average across OECD countries. By 2010, this premium increased to 67%. Similarly, in 2008, women with higher education had an average earnings premium of 54% compared to their upper secondary-educated peers. By 2010, this premium grew to 59%. This is no longer just a phenomenon of the industrialised world. Indeed, the country with the greatest earnings premium on higher education is now Brazil, where that advantage is about three times as high as on average across OECD countries. All this shows that the increase in knowledge workers has not (yet) led to a decline in their pay, which is what we saw at the low end of the skills spectrum.","page":14,"zoom":"XYZ 110 599 0"},{"title":"Importantly, taxpayers are increasingly aware of the economic and social returns on the public funds that are used to help people pursue higher education. On average, OECD countries receive a net return of over USD 100 000 in increased income tax payments and other savings for each man they support in higher education \u2013 four times the amount of public investment. And the public and private benefits of education go beyond the purely economic. The data show that higher levels of education are associated with a longer life expectancy, increased voting rates, and more supportive attitudes towards equal rights for ethnic minorities.","page":15,"zoom":"XYZ 110 968 0"},{"title":"But in an era when advanced education is becoming a necessity, many OECD countries need to do better to increase access to higher education for young people from disadvantaged circumstances. On average across OECD countries, young people from families with low levels of education are less than half as likely to be in higher education, compared to the proportion of such families in the population. In addition, students and families have been bearing an increasing share of the costs of more education in many OECD countries. While this general approach is reasonable in that individuals receive many of the benefits of education, it has sometimes led to scenarios in which individuals face large financial barriers in pursuing more education. These barriers may impede countries\u2019 own goals of increasing educational attainment in their populations. Few countries, the UK leading the field, have yet found sustainable and equitable approaches to financing higher education.","page":15,"zoom":"XYZ 110 678 0"},{"title":"Last but not least, and despite compelling evidence of the economic and social benefits of education, at a time of shrinking budgets, only education systems that are shown to be effective and efficient will make the grade, and countries must find new ways to generate greater value for money from educational investments. It is worrying that the significant increase in spending per student in schools over the past decade has, in many countries, not been matched with improvements in the quality of learning outcomes. The data underline the scale of the effort that is needed for education to re-invent itself in ways that other professions have already done to provide better value for money. The future will measure the success of education systems no longer by how much countries spend on education or by how many individuals complete a degree, but by the educational outcomes achieved and by their impact on economic and social progress. Citizens and employers now expect education systems to: be responsive by ensuring that education and training providers adapt efficiently to changing demand; deliver quality and efficiency in learning provision so that the right skills are acquired at the right time, right place and in the most effective mode; provide the flexibility needed to allow people to study and train in what they want, when they want and how they want; reduce barriers to entry such as institutional rigidities, up-front fees and age restrictions and to ensure a sufficient variety of entry and re-entry pathways; and, last but not least, to develop efficient and sustainable approaches to the financing of learning with a rational basis for who should pay for what, when, where and how much.","page":15,"zoom":"XYZ 110 256 0"},{"title":"The knowledge society is here to stay, and requires a capable, highly qualified and innovative labour force. Managing the growth and development of educational systems in ways that improve access, enhance quality, increase performance and boost value for money is not easy. Countries must establish which policy choices and mixes promote efficient learning in their specific contexts. International comparisons can offer valuable insights, as they allow countries to see their own education systems in relation to the quality, equity, and efficiency of educational services achieved elsewhere in the world. Sharing of policy experience can also show how different education systems address similar problems. In a global economy, it is no longer improvement by national standards alone, but the best performing education systems internationally that provide the benchmark for success. Success will go to those individuals and nations which are swift to adapt. The task of governments will be to ensure that countries rise to this challenge.","page":16,"zoom":"XYZ 110 520 0"},{"title":"Country-Specific Education Articles","page":17,"zoom":"XYZ 196 1020 0"},{"title":"Publication: The Times of India","page":17,"zoom":"XYZ 110 980 0"},{"title":"Title: PISA vasool this year?","page":17,"zoom":"XYZ 110 956 0"},{"title":"Author: Shobha John","page":17,"zoom":"XYZ 110 932 0"},{"title":"Website: http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2012-09-09/special-report/33713396_1_pisa-indian-students-international-student-assessment","page":17,"zoom":"XYZ 110 908 0"},{"title":"Indian students did so badly in the 2009 PISA test that they may not sit for the latest edition of the exam. Officials say the questions don't conform to our sensibilities, but experts believe the problem lies in the way we teach our kids.","page":17,"zoom":"XYZ 110 778 0"},{"title":"The question seems simple enough. There are four diagrams, each showing apple and conifer trees. The student is quizzed on the number of trees in each. One would think it would be a breeze for any 15-year-old . Another mathematical question shows a farmhouse with the roof in the shape of a pyramid and appropriate measurements. Students are asked to calculate the area of the square floor and the length of one of the horizontal edges of the block. Easy again. So why did Indian students fare so badly in the PISA (Programme for International Student Assessment ) 2009 test that they were practically at the bottom? The answer lies in the way we teach in India, say experts.","page":17,"zoom":"XYZ 110 647 0"},{"title":"The HRD ministry , however , believes these questions were out-of-sync with our socio-cultural milieu. PISA, incidentally, is an international test launched by the Organization for Economic Cooperation Development (OECD) to evaluate mathematical , English and science abilities of students at the end of compulsory education. It's done every three years and some 70 countries have taken them. India voluntarily took it in 2009 and 16,000 students were randomly selected by OECD from 400 schools in Himachal Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, says a senior official of the ministry. But after the dismal results India's participation this year now hangs in balance.","page":17,"zoom":"XYZ 110 330 0"},{"title":"\"India is already late for the 2012 test as preparations began a year in advance. If the questions conform to our sensibilities , we will take part. We will enter into a correspondence with OECD before taking a final call,\" says the official. But it may already be too late. The question is: why participate at all if one is not ready for it?","page":18,"zoom":"XYZ 110 994 0"},{"title":"Sunday Times perused reading, mathematics and science sample tests of PISA. One reading sample deals with bees (foragers) collecting nectar to make honey. They tell other bees where the nectar is by a dance performance. Questions pertain to the purpose of the dance, the three main sources of nectar and the difference between honey and nectar. It's obvious most questions need reasoning skills.","page":18,"zoom":"XYZ 110 810 0"},{"title":"Sydney Rebeiro, former dean, University of Delhi, says such standardized tests factor in various levels of education. But the HRD official says these tests would be difficult for children in rural areas. \"If the child hasn't heard of airbags, hot air balloons and ATMs, he won't even attempt those questions. Also, such detailed questions would be confusing; straight questions would work better.\" But surely international tests can't be tailor-made for each country? Besides , other countries are also taking these tests.","page":18,"zoom":"XYZ 110 625 0"},{"title":"The answer to India's poor showing lies in the PISA website itself which says it does not test how well a student has mastered a school's curriculum but assesses the extent to which he can apply his knowledge to real-life situations. And that's why the results haven't surprised experts.","page":18,"zoom":"XYZ 110 388 0"},{"title":"Vimala Ramachandran, national fellow at the National University of Educational Planning and Administration, says, \"Our children are very good at rote learning. But higher analytical skills and comprehension are poor, which is what PISA checks. They need special coaching for IIT and MBA exams to think differently. There is an information overload on children.\" When the National Curriculum Framework 2005 attempted to change the education system to a more analytical way of thinking, it met with resistance from certain states, she says.","page":18,"zoom":"XYZ 110 230 0"},{"title":"A teacher from Chennai explains the problem in Tamil Nadu. \"In 2010, the state adopted the Samacheer Kalvi system of equitable education wherein there would be a single board. This lowered the standard of education. Earlier, different education boards catered to different intellectual levels of children. Now, even the blueprint for exam papers is given, so smart kids learn selectively. Children have no habit of extensive reading nor are they encouraged to think.\" Besides, Tamil Nadu teachers have long hours of work from morning till evening, so where is the time to encourage analytical thinking, asks Rebeiro.","page":19,"zoom":"XYZ 110 941 0"},{"title":"China was smart enough to change itself to meet the challenges of the market economy. The results are there to see. Like India, it participated in PISA for the first time in 2009. And surprisingly , Shanghai topped, beating previous contenders like Finland and South Korea. OECD's Andreas Schleicher, who was responsible for PISA tests, reportedly told BBC that the results were remarkable. \"Even in rural areas, you see a remarkable performance,\" he noted. It was reported that when Schleicher visited a poor province in China, the most impressive buildings were often schools, not shopping centres. And the amazing thing, as Ramachandran says, is that China, too, had rote learning but a concerted effort was made to change the curriculum and the education system.","page":19,"zoom":"XYZ 110 651 0"},{"title":"Does India have the will to change too? If so, the PISA test could be a valuable lesson for India's educationists and policy-makers.","page":19,"zoom":"XYZ 110 309 0"},{"title":"Publication: BBC News","page":19,"zoom":"XYZ 110 228 0"},{"title":"Title: UK schools 'most socially segregated'","page":19,"zoom":"XYZ 110 204 0"},{"title":"Website: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-19548597","page":19,"zoom":"XYZ 110 180 0"},{"title":"Schools in the UK are among the most socially segregated in the developed world, according to a major annual international education report.","page":20,"zoom":"XYZ 110 1100 0"},{"title":"The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) report warns disadvantaged children are too often concentrated together in schools.","page":20,"zoom":"XYZ 110 994 0"},{"title":"This applies both to the children of poorly educated parents and to those of immigrant families.","page":20,"zoom":"XYZ 110 889 0"},{"title":"The OECD's Andreas Schleicher says this is the \"biggest challenge\" for schools.","page":20,"zoom":"XYZ 110 810 0"},{"title":"The Education at a Glance report from the OECD is the leading publication of international education statistics - comparing the performance of education systems among developed countries.","page":20,"zoom":"XYZ 110 731 0"},{"title":"Growing divide","page":20,"zoom":"XYZ 110 625 0"},{"title":"These latest figures, which are from 2010, reveal the UK has unusually high levels of \"segregation\" in terms of poorer and migrant families being clustered in the same schools, rather than being spread across different schools.","page":20,"zoom":"XYZ 110 572 0"},{"title":"It looks at where the children of \"low-educated\" mothers are going to school - which in the UK means the children of mothers who did not achieve five good GCSEs - and found that in the UK they were much more likely to be taught in schools with high numbers of disadvantaged children.","page":20,"zoom":"XYZ 110 441 0"},{"title":"Among the children of immigrant families in the UK, 80% were taught in schools with high concentrations of other immigrant or disadvantaged pupils - the highest proportion in the developed world.","page":20,"zoom":"XYZ 110 283 0"},{"title":"The significance of this, according to Mr Schleicher, is that the social background of a school's intake exerts a strong influence on the likely outcomes for pupils.","page":21,"zoom":"XYZ 110 1100 0"},{"title":"But the report showed the UK was proving a success in harnessing education for social mobility - particularly in getting young people into higher education.","page":21,"zoom":"XYZ 110 994 0"},{"title":"The chances of poorer children in the UK getting into university are \"relatively high\", in comparison with other developed countries.","page":21,"zoom":"XYZ 110 889 0"},{"title":"It highlights the progress between generations - with 41% of 25 to 34-year-olds in the UK achieving a higher level of education than their parents - above the OECD average.","page":21,"zoom":"XYZ 110 810 0"},{"title":"The international statistics showed that in some countries social mobility could also go in reverse. In the US, almost one in five young adults faced \"downward mobility\" - such as not going to university when their parents had.","page":21,"zoom":"XYZ 110 704 0"},{"title":"Degree premium","page":21,"zoom":"XYZ 110 572 0"},{"title":"The figures for the UK are part of a bigger international picture of a growing divide between the educational haves and have-nots.","page":21,"zoom":"XYZ 110 520 0"},{"title":"Despite a growing number of graduates, Mr Schleicher said there was no evidence of a loss of economic advantage from having a degree.","page":21,"zoom":"XYZ 110 441 0"},{"title":"Graduates continue to earn more and remain much more resilient to economic downturns - and those who are less well qualified are growing increasingly vulnerable to lower pay and unemployment.","page":21,"zoom":"XYZ 110 362 0"},{"title":"Mr Schleicher commended the UK's successful efforts to get more young people into university - which he said brought benefits both to the individual student and the wider economy.","page":21,"zoom":"XYZ 110 256 0"},{"title":"He said the latest figures, up to 2010, also suggested tuition fees were not a barrier to higher education - as long as there was an effective system of loans.","page":22,"zoom":"XYZ 110 1100 0"},{"title":"The UK system of repaying loans when graduates entered the workforce was hailed by Mr Schleicher as the \"most advanced system in the OECD\" - and that \"probably no system does it better\".","page":22,"zoom":"XYZ 110 994 0"},{"title":"But as more young people than ever before get into university, there are others who remain stuck at the other end of the ladder.","page":22,"zoom":"XYZ 110 889 0"},{"title":"In the UK, the report highlights a deep residual problem of the proportion of young people not in education, employment or training, which is well above the OECD average.","page":22,"zoom":"XYZ 110 810 0"},{"title":"\"Social disparity is easy to open, but very hard to close,\" said Mr Schleicher.","page":22,"zoom":"XYZ 110 704 0"},{"title":"Universities Minister David Willetts said: \"This latest report from the OECD's confirms that UK universities deliver good returns for students, taxpayers and the wider economy. The earnings premium enjoyed by graduates remains higher than the OECD average and the demand for UK graduates in the workplace continues to be strong despite the global recession. And, very importantly, the numbers going to university from disadvantaged backgrounds continues to rise.\"","page":22,"zoom":"XYZ 110 625 0"},{"title":"A spokeswoman for the Department for Education, responsible for education in England, said: \"The government is determined to put an end to the inequalities of our education system.","page":22,"zoom":"XYZ 110 388 0"},{"title":"\"We are targeting more funding than ever before towards the poorest children to help close the appalling attainment gap that has been a feature of our education system for too long. As the OECD states, our Pupil Premium is designed to help schools do this.\"","page":22,"zoom":"XYZ 110 283 0"}],"thumbnailType":"jpg","pageType":"html","pageLabels":[]};
